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rature and Indian Economics were great. His reputation
as a land revenue expert suffered an irretrievable shock
when the errors and fallacies of his letters to Lord Curzon
were exposed in the famous resolution explaining and defin-
ing the Government policy."
Fallacies indeed. The "fallacies" were cherished by
his countrymen, who saw for the first time in Romesh. Dutt's
economic teaching what colonialism could do to the econo-
mics of a country which had, before the colonial regime, en-
joyed a reasonable measure of prosperity. It would, how-
ever, be wrong to hold that this narrow spirit of criticism
arising out of political interests marred the appreciation of
the British Press of a truly great son of India. On the con-
trary, the tributes paid by some of the leading organs of
British public opinion were fulsome and unreserved. The
Daily News (London), for instance, after describing the
distinguished career and the notable literary achievements
of Romesh Dutt, said :
"As a critic of the land revenue system he crossed
swords with Lord Curzon; as a social and political reformer
he wielded an influence which was felt throughout the whole
of India. Mr. Dutt was for some years resident in Eng-
land, and latterly was a frequent visitor to Europe. His
circle of friends in this country was unusually large, and his
death in the full vigour of elderhood will be felt as a per-
sonal loss by hundreds of English men and women who
admired in Romesh Chunder Dutt a broad and genial spirit,
a fine intellect and character, and capacity for statesman-
ship which would have given him a notable position in any
company of public men in the world."
m
Time is a great leveller, and History a stern judge. The
exuberance of emotions which proximity to events induces,

